
 

 
 

 

 
 

ProSkills2Work Spring School  
for Early-Career Researchers on Developing Research Tools 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
 

16 - 19 March 2026 
Strimon Garden Hotel - Kyustendil, Bulgaria 

 
 

Day 1 - 16 March 2026, Monday 

13:45 
 
 

14:00- 16:00 

Meeting point in Sofia: 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KM4cDh1JqipgeZGp9 

National Stadium Vassil Levski - bus parking in front of the 
stadium’s main entrance (38, Evlogi i Hristo Georgiev Boulevard) 
 
Group transport (Bus IVECO, Plate KH 1557 KA - Lira Transport) 
to the hotel in Kyustendil 

16:00-17:00 Hotel check-in 

17:00 - 17:30 Refreshments - Restaurant on Floor 1 (this is actually the ground floor) 

17:30-18:00 

Kyustendil Hall 
Intro Session 

Welcome and Introductions - Christian Imdorf (IPS-BAS & Leibniz University 
Hannover)  

Overview of Project ProSkills2Work - Christian Imdorf  

Spring School objectives - Petya Ilieva-Trichkova (IPS-BAS) & Christian Imdorf  

Practicalities - Ogniana Glavoussanova-Mereteva (IPS-BAS) 

18:00-19:00 
Session 1 

Qualitative data software (QDA) introduction -  
- Lucy Hunt (IPS-BAS)  & Krystina Micic (Leibniz University Hannover) 

19:30-21:00 Group dinner - Restaurant on Floor 1 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/KM4cDh1JqipgeZGp9
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Day 2 - 17 March 2026, Tuesday 
 

07:30-09:00 Breakfast 

09:00-09:10 Warming up - Kyustendil Hall 

09:10-10:30 
Session 2A 

Introduction into practice research (Part 1) 
- Jan Skrobanek (University of Bergen) 
& Solvejg Jobst (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences) 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break - Restaurant on Floor 1  

11:00-12:30 
Session 2B  

Introduction into practice research (Part 2) 
- Jan Skrobanek & Solvejg Jobst  

12:30-13:30 Group lunch  - Restaurant on Floor 1 

13:30-14:00 
Three groups  

Session 2C 
 

Silvia Toneva (Sofia University) “The Role of Dual VET in the Implementation 
of HR Management Policies within Organization” - Kyustendil Hall  

Oana Bobic (West University of Timisoara) “Developing Entrepreneurial 
Competencies in Makerspaces as Learning Laboratories in Romania”  
- Velbuzhd Hall  

Daniela Dimova (Radeva) (IPS-BAS) “Investments in Human Resources and 
Regional Development: Problems and Prospects” - Small Hall Floor 2 

14:15-14:45 PowerPoint presentation by Mina Kostova (IPS-BAS) “Quality of work and 
professional development of nurses in Bulgaria” - Kyustendil Hall 

14:45-15:15 Coffee break - Restaurant on Floor 1  

15:15-16:15 PowerPoint presentations - Kyustendil Hall   

Ilma Kurtovic (CREDI) “Mapping Skills and Training Ecosystems in Platform 
Work: A Cross-Country Comparison between the EU and Western Balkans”    

Liliya Atanasova-Ruseva (IPS-BAS) “Territorially Sensitive Approaches to the 
Empirical Study of Labour Transformations in Bulgaria in the Context of 
Industry 5.0 and the Twin Transition” 

16:30-17:00 
Тwo groups 

Poster presentation - Kyustendil Hall - Espen Dyngeland (Western Norway 
University of Applied Science) “Principals’ Perceptions and Perspectives on 
Integrating and Facilitating Continual Professional Development” 
 
Poster presentation - Velbuzhd Hall - Mikhail Mikhailov (IPS-BAS) 
“Awareness/misinformation about RES Technologies - Sociological Analysis 
of Their Role in the Process of Decarbonization of the Economy” 

17:00-17:30 Wrapping up of the day - Jan Skrobanek & Solvejg Jobst - Kyustendil Hall  

19:30-21:00 Group dinner & short reflections by seniors on their research experiences 
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Day 3 - 18 March 2026, Wednesday 
 

07:30-09:00 Breakfast 

09:00-09:10 Warming up - Kyustendil Hall 

09:10-11:00 
Session 3A  

Labour market integration of Ukrainian refugees in Bulgaria and 
Germany. An exemplary qualitative comparative study. 
- Martin Heidenreich (University of Oldenburg) 
 & Rumiana Zheleva (IPS-BAS) 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break - Restaurant on Floor 1  

11:30-12:30 PowerPoint presentations - Kyustendil Hall  

Martina Nordqvist-Färnskog (Linköping University) “Where Spaces and 
Time Meet: A Capability-Oriented Ethnography of Language Learning in 
Informal Church-Based Language Cafés and Formal Swedish for 
Immigrants (SFI)”  

Olga Kacarova (IPS-BAS) “The Regional Entrepreneurial Ecosystem in the 
Context of Digital and Green Transition. The Case of the Northwestern 
Region in Bulgaria” 

12:30-13:30 Group lunch at the hotel restaurant 

13:30-14:00 
Тwo groups 

 

Helena Geisler (SFUVET Swiss Federal University of Vocational Education 
and Training) “Valuation of Fit to Superior, Team and Organisation as 
Hiring Criteria: A Convergent Mixed Method Study” - Kyustendil Hall   

Antonio Topalović (University of Sarajevo) “Fostering Inclusive Culture 
and Practices in Workplace Organizations” - Velbuzhd Hall  

14:15-14:45 PowerPoint presentation by Mariya Kafedzhiyska (IPS-BAS) 
“Public Policies, Rights and Interactions in Healthcare” 

15:00-15:30 
Session 3B 

Wrapping up - Martin Heidenreich & Rumiana Zheleva  

15:30-16:00 Coffee break - Restaurant on Floor 1  

16:00-19:00 Social activity outside the hotel area (on foot) 
- guided visit to selected art spaces in the town of Kyustendil 

19:30-21:00 Group dinner & short reflections by seniors on their research 
experiences 
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Day 4 - 19 March 2026, Thursday 
 

07:30-09:30 Breakfast  

09:30-10:30 
Session 4A  

Kyustendil Hall 
 
Reflexive forum of what participants have learnt.  
Questions to the lecturers / discussion on open questions. 

10:30-11:00 
Session 4B  

Spring School evaluation and group photo 

11:00-11:45 Check-out (sandwiches for take-away) 

11:45 Get on the bus - in front of the hotel entrance 

12:00-14:00 Group transport to Sofia by bus (Lira Transport)  

 


